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ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  for  the  year  1920. 


To  the  Chairman  &  Members  of  the  Short  Heath  Urban 

District  Council 

Gentlemen , 

In  this,  my  Eighth  Annual  Report,  I  have  pleasure  in 
informing'  the  Council  that  the  health  of  the  people  was  distinctly 
g'ood  throughout  the  year. 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES  &  GENERAL  CHARACTER  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  District  stands  several  hundred  feet  above  the  sea  level  ; 
has  open  country  all  round  it  ;  has  a  decidedly  bracing  climate  ; 
and  contains  an  industrial  population  concentrated  in  five  villages, 
engaged  chiefly  in  coal  mining  and  in  the  manufacture  of  locks  and 
keys.  The  miners  work  in  the  adjacent  Cannock  Rural  District. 

POPULATION. 

Census  191  i  ...  ...  4,077 

1920  (estimated)  ...  ...  4,438 

The  area  of  the  District  is  1,063  acres,  and  the  rateable 
value  about  ^,10,965.  The  General  District  Rate  is  6/-  and  the 
Poor  Rate  10/8  in  the  pound.  The  amount  spent  on  out-door  relief 
during  the  year  was  4,218  '4s-  6- 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  T920  was  864, 
giving  an  average  number  of  persons  per  house  ot  5*1. 

The  Water  Supply  is  from  the  Wolverhampton  Corporation 
mains.  It  was  good  in  quality,  but  at  some  periods  of  the  year  it 
was  not  so  plentiful  as  required,  and  was  the  cause  of  considerable 
inconvenience. 


VITAL  AND  MORTAL  STATISTICS. 

Births.— The  births  registered  during  the  year  numbered  1 5 1 , 
i.e .,  78  males  and  73  females,  of  which  2  males  and  3  females  were 
illegitimate.  The  total  number  of  births  in  1919  was  110,  and  this 
year  the  number  recorded  is  the  highest  since  1908. 

The  Birth  Rate  was  34  o  per  1,000  per  year  as  compared  with 
24  7,  23*9,  25  9,  27  -8,  34  0  in  the  5  preceding  years.  The  natural 
increase  of  population  (by  excess  of  births  over  deaths)  was  92. 


4 


Deaths.— The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  reg-is- 
tered  during  the  year  was  59,  i.  e. .  32  males  and  27  females,  equal 
to  a  Net  Death  Rate  of  13*2  per  i,coo  per  year,  as  compared  with 
164,  15*1,  15*9,  1 5 ' 5 ,  and  14*7  in  the  5  previous  years.  Included 
in  the  above  are  4  males  and  3  females  belonging  to  this  District 
who  died  in  Public  Institutions  outside  the  District.  Eighteen  per¬ 
sons  died  aged  70  years  and  upwards.  The  total  number  of  deaths 
for  the  year  was  the  lowest  since  1912, 


Inquests. — Two  inquests  were  held  in  the  District  and  3  in 
Public  Institutions  outside  upon  persons  belonging  to  this  District. 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  n  umber  of  deaths  of  infants  under  j 
year  old  was  14,  i.e .,  8  males  and  6  females  (including  1  illegiti¬ 
mate  male). 

The  Injant  Mortality  Rate  was  92  per  1,000  Registered 
Births,  as  compared  with  118,  148,  51,  74,  and  117  in  the  5  pre¬ 
ceding  years.  The  causes  of  death  of  the  infants  under  1  year  old 
were  as  follows  :  Whooping  Cough  4,  Influenza  1,  Gastric  Enter¬ 
itis  1,  Bronchitis  1,  Broncho-Pneumonia  1,  Premature  Birth,  De¬ 
bility  and  Congenital  Malformation  6. 


Table  I. 


Causes  of  Death. 

M  ales 

,  Females 

All  Causes  (Civilians  only) 

3  2 

!  27 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

Small  Pox 

D 

Measles  ...  « 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

Whooping*  Cough 

0 

.A 

6 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

7 

Influenza 

0 

0 

0 

8 

Erysipelas 

9 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

2 

10 

Tuberculous  meningitis 

1 1 

Other  Tuberculous  diseases 

j  2 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

2 

C3 

Rheumatic  Fever 

1 

H 

Meningitis 

r  -* 

*  a 

Organic  heart  disease 

16 

Bronchitis 

4 

5 

i7 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

0 

4 

18 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

19 
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1 

20 

Appendicitis  &  Typhlitis 

2 1 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

2  I  A 
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1 
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MATERNITY  AND  INFANT  WELFARE. 


An  Infant  Welfare  Centre  (Wednesday  afternoons)  under  the 
County  Scheme  was  opened  in  August  and  in  addition  there  is  a 
Clothing'  Club  with  materials  and  patterns  for  children’s  garments 
The  School  Clinic  is  held  on  Wednesday  mornings. 

Particulars  of  the  Health  Visitor’s  work  are  given  in  the 
following  Table  : 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  during-  the  year  num¬ 
bered  20  and  were  as  follows  :  Scarlet  Fever  8,  Pneumonia  11  and 
Erysipelas  i. 

♦ 

Scarlet  Fever. — 8  cases  notified  with  no  deaths.  Two  of  the 
cases  occurred  in  one  household  and  the  infection  was  definitely 
traced  to  contact  with  a  relative  suffering-  from  the  disease.  In  two 
other  cases  the  children  were  discovered  at  school  in  the  “  peeling-  ” 
stage.  Isolation  was  carried  out  as  far  as  possible  in  the  homes 
and  at  termination  of  the  illness  the  rooms,  bedding-  etc.,  were  dis¬ 
infected. 

Pneumonia.  —  Eleven  cases  of  Primary  Pneumomia  were  noti¬ 
fied,  as  compared  with  five  last  year.  Six  deaths  were  registered 
from  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  as  compared  with  nine  and  ten  in  the 
two  preceding  years. 

OTHER  NGN-NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Whooping  Gough  was  prevalent  at  the  end  of  1919  and  con¬ 
tinued  during-  the  first  quarter  of  this  year,  chiefly  in  the  New 
Invention  district.  There  were  5  deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  as 
compared  with  6  in  1919. 

Measles, — A  few  cases  of  mild  type  in  the  first  two  months  of 
the  year.  There  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease. 

On  the  whole  throughout  the  greater  part  of  the  year  there 
was  a  singular  absence  of  infectious  disease,  both  notifiable  and 
non-notifiable. 

Zymotic  Death  Rate. — There  were  6  deaths  from  the  seven 
principal  Zymotic  diseases,  equal  to  a  Zymotic  Death  Rate  of  1  *3  as 
compared  with  1  *4,  0  5,  2*4,  0*2,  and  2  5  in  the  5  preceding  years. 

Influenza. — In  the  early  part  of  the  year  Influenza  was  pre¬ 
valent,  6  deaths  are  recorded  from  this  disease  i.e*  3  males  and  3 
females,  equal  to  a  death  rate  of  1  ‘3  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Bacteriological  Examinations. — The  arrangement  with  the 
University  of  Birmingham  for  Examination  of  secretion  in  suspected 
cases  of  Diphtheria,  Tuberculosis,  Enteric  Fever,  etc.,  continues 
and  the  following  examination  was  made  during  the  year.:  — 

Tuberculosis  1  (positive). 

Anti-Diphtheria  Serum.-  -In  cases  where  the  patient’s  circum¬ 
stances  do  not  enable  them  to  provide  such  serum  for  themselves, 
the  Council  pays  to  Medical  Practitioners  a  sum  not  exceeding  jo  - 
per  case  to  cover  the  cost  of  serum  used. 


No  primary  Vaccination  or  re-Vaccination  was  performed 
during  the  year  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  ‘the  Public 
Health  (Small  Pox  Prevention)  Regulations,  1917. 

Schools, — All  the  Elementary  Schools  are  supplied  with  water 
from  the  VVol verhampton  Corporation  mains.  No  schools  were 
closed  during  the  year  on  account  of  infectious  disease. 

The  Sanitary  condition  of  the  Schools  was  satisfactory  on 
the  whole,  but  proper  vsash-down  w.cs.  should  be  substituted  for 
the  pans  at  present  in  use  at  Holy  Trinity  Church  Schools. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Ten  Certificates  were  received  under  the  various  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Regulations  having  reference  to  9  Pulmonary  and  1  other 
form  of  the  disease.  Of  these  7  Pulmonary  and  1  other  form  of 
the  disease  were  fresh  cases,  as  compared  with  4  and  1  respectively 
in  1919.  One  case  was  admitted  to  a  Sanatorium  and  1  was 
discharged  from  same  during  the  year. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  number  of  cases  notified  in  the 
several  age  periods  :  — 


From 


Pul-  1 0 

monary  j  ^ 

Other 
forms  A 


Table  III. 


Between 

2  and  5 

5  and 
under  15. 

15  and 
under  25 

25  and 
under  45 

45  and 
under  65. 

Total. 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

7 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

1 

10 

The  deaths  from  Pulmonarv  Tuberculosis  were  2  as  com- 

•/ 

pared  with  4  in  1919.  The  Death  If  ate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
was  o'4  per  1,000  as  compared  with  07,  1  *o,  1 'o,  o ‘5  and  0*2  in  the 
5  preceding  years. 

Ihe  requirements  as  to  notification  of  Tuberculosis  by 
Medical  Practitioners  were  duly  and  promptly  observed. 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

The  Staff  consists  of  a  Clerk  and  Medical  Officer,  both  part 
time,  and  a  Surveyor  who  also  acts  as  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Housing  Inspector  under  the  Housing  Act.  There  is  one  Health 
Visitor,  appointed  under  the  County  Scheme. 


ADOPTIVE  ACTS  AND  ORDERS 


The  following'  Adoptive  Acts  and  Orders  are  in  force  in  this 
District  :  — 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  (Sec.  22). 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order,  (1889'). 

Supply  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin,  (L.G.B.  Order,  rqio). 

Some  years  ago,  the  late  Medical  Officer  of  Health  advised 
the  Council  to  adopt  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act, 
1890,  and  I  would  again  advise  the  Council  to  carry  this  out.  The 
Act  confers  important  powers  and  duties  on  Urban  Authorities  and 
their  Officers  with  regard  to  inspection  of  dairies  suspected  of  being 
infected,  the  cleansing  and  disinfection  of  infected  premises,  the 
retention,  removal,  and  burial  of  infected  corpses,  the  detention  in 
hospital  of  infected  persons  and  the  provision  of  temporary  shelter 
for  families  during  disinfection  of  dwelling  houses.  At  the  same 
time  I  also  advise  the  Council  to  adopt  the  Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1907. 


HOUSING. 

The  district  is  almost  entirely  an  artisan  one.  There  are  864 
houses  of  which  820  are  for  the  working  classes. 

The  extent  of  Housing  needs  during  the  next  3  years  and  the 
general  fitness  of  houses  in  the  district  was  shown  in  my  1920 
Report,  taken  from  the  survey  figures  supplied  to  the  Housing 
Commissioner  and  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

To  meet  these  needs  land  has  been  obtained  and  plans  have 
been  passed  (approved  by  the  Commissioners)  for  the  erection  of  90 
dwelling  houses,  and  the  building  operations  for  32  of  these  are  now 
progressing  satisfactorily  and  will  probably  be  ready  about  Sep¬ 
tember,  1921.  The  building  of  30  more  houses  in  Essington  Read, 
is  likely  to  be  commenced  at  an  early  date. 

Overcrowding  in  the  district  is  acute,  but  until  new  houses 
are  ready  little  can  be  done  to  abate  it. 

Appended  are  the  statistics  of  Housing  Conditions,  the  tables 
required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  the  Home  Office,  and  also  a 
Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  with  tabular  statements  giving 
outlines  of  his  work. 


I  am,  gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

HENRY  ).  DEAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


APPENDICES. 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 

Statistics  for  year  ended  31st  December,  1920. 

The  following  are  the  detailed  statistics  required  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  for  the  year  1920. 

1.— GENERAL. 

(1)  Estimated  population  ..  •  4,438 

(2)  General  death-rate  . .  •  1T- 

(3)  Death-rate  from  tuberculosis  •  •  •  •  °G 

(4)  Infantile  Mortality  •  ■  •  92 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  of  all  classes  854 

(6)  Number  of  woi king-class  dwelling- houses  ..  820 

(7)  Number  of  new  working-class  houses  erected  . .  Nil 

2.-  UNFIT  DWELLING-HOUSES. 

I  — Inspection. 

(1)  Total  Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  269 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and 

lecorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910  UC 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  uufit  for 
human  habitation  .  .  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in 

all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  .  .  18 

II  — Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  .  .  ••  1° 

III  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the  Housing,  Lown  Planning,  See  ,  Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling- houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  .  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  - 

(a)  by  owners  ■  •  Nil 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations 
by  owners  of  intention  to  close  .  .  . .  Nil 
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B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  bouses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  .  .  69 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied — 

(a)  by  owners  .  32 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  ownerrs  . .  2 

C.  Proceedings  under  sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  Sfc., 
Act,  1909. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the 

making  of  Closing  Orders  . .  . .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  ..  ..  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling-houses  having 
been  rendered  fit  . .  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  .  .  .  . ,  . .  Nil 

(6)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ..  ..  ..  Nil 

3,— UNHEALTHY  AREAS. 

Areas  represented  to  the  Local  Authority  -with  a  viewr  to  im¬ 
provement  Schemes  under  (a),  Part  I.,  or  (h)f  Part  II.,  of  the  Act,  of  1890  :  — 

(1)  Name  of  Area  .  .  Nil 

(2)  Acreage  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  working-class  houses  iu  area  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  working-class  persons  to  be  displaced  Nil 

4.  — Number  of  houses  not  complying  with  the  building 
byelaws  erected  witli  consent  of  Local  Authority  under  section 

25  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1919  Nil 

5.  — Staff  engaged  on  housing  work  with  briefly  duties  of  each  Officer. 
Surveyor  and  Architect. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


To  the  Members  of  the  Short  Heath  Urban  District 

Council. 

General.— The  details  of  inspections  are  given  in  Table  A. 
Inspections  and  re-inspections  1382',  these  include  all  routine  in¬ 
spections  of  premises  where  notices  have  been  served,  but  visits  to 
properties  with  owners  and  buildeis  ate  not  included. 

Notices.— 55  Informal  and  59  Statutory  Notices  have  been 
served,  most  of  the  former  were  verbal.  Of  the  Statutory  Notices 
29  only  were  complied  with,  the  remainder,  chiefly  privy  conversions, 
were  not  complied  with  chiefly  on  account  ot  the  difficulty  ot  getting 
labour  and  the  high  price  of  tenders  when  obtainable.  These 
notices  are  again  renewed  and  strong  pressure  is  being  used  to 
secure  abatement  of  the  nuisances. 


Water  Closet  and  Other  Accommodation. 


No.  of  W.Cs. 

Dec.  1914  80 

,,  1 9 1 9  *79 

,,  1920  204 


No.  of  W. W.Cs 
28 


No.  of  Privies. 

537 

457 

432 


Removal  of  House  Refuse  and  Nights©!!  — This  is  carried  out  by 
your  own  employees.  The  dry  refuse  is  deposited  on  land  broken 
by  coal  mine  subsidences,  the  wet  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  mixing 
with  soil,  farmyard  litter,  or  dry  ashes  and  deposited  on  agricultuial 

land. 

Ashpits. —  I  hese  are  of  brickwork,  ^12  in  number,  of 
which  are  covered  and  50  not  covered.  Iheteaie  about  12  ashbins. 


J$eat  asid  Food  Inspections.  — During  the  year  the  two  meat 
shops  have  been  regularly  inspected.  The  quality  ot  the  meat  has 
been  o-Go d.  I  have  not  seen  any  imported  meat  in  either  ot  the  shops 
during  the  year.  No  unsound  food  was  seized  nor  was  any  action 

considered  necessary. 

Cowsheds.—’ There  are  now  2  registered  cowsheds  in  the  dis¬ 
trict,  one  cowkeeper  having  left  the  district,  the  new  occupier  of 
the  premises  is  not  carrying  on  the  ttade. 


Dairies. —There  are  5  registered  retailers  of  milk  in  the  district, 
nearlv  the  whole  of  the  milk  being  delivered  at  the  houses,  one 
retailer  only  not  making  any  delivery.  The  supply  comes  chiefly 
from  Essington  and  YVednesfield,  and  a  little  produced  in  Short 
Heath.  The  supply  has  been  ample  and  the  quality  good. 
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Slaughterhouses.  —  Ill  1914.  January,  1920,  Decern.,  1920, 

1  1  2 

Both  slaughterhouses  are  kept  in  good  condition  and  are  frequently 
inspected. 

Bakehouse. — There  is  only  one  bakehouse  in  the  district, 
which  is  kept  in  good  condition. 

Offensive  Trades.  -  There  are  no  offensive  trades  in  the  district. 

Infectious  Diseases.— Inquiries  have  been  made  in  connection 
with  83  cases  of  Infectious  and  other  diseases,  and  7  houses  and 
bedding  have  been  disinfected. 

Sewage  Disposal  Works  situated  at  Clarke’s  Lane  and  Wol¬ 
verhampton  Road  have  worked  very  satisfactorily  during  the  year 
and  good  results  have  been  obtained  from  both  works. 

JOSEPH  LYCETT, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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TABLE  A. 

Summary  of  Work  by  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


Houses  Inspected 
Schools  ,, 

School  Drains  Blocked 
Nuisances  Abated 

Workshops  and  Factories  inspected,  including  Bakehouses 
Dairies  Inspected  quarterly 
Cowsheds  ,,  ,, 

Slaughter-houses  inspected  quarterly 
Ashpits  and  Privies  inspected 
Pigsties  inspected 

Formal  Notices  to  remedy  foul  cenditions  of  Houses  and  their 
appurtenances 

Abatements  after  Notice 

Informal  Notices  to  remedy  foul  conditions  of  Houses  and  their 
appurtenances 

Abatements  after  Notice 

Formal  Notice  to  remedy  structural  defects  in  Dwelling 
Houses 

Abatements  after  Notice 

Informal  Notices  to  remedy  structural  defects  in  Dwelling 
Houses  and  their  appurtenances 
Abatements  after  Notice 
Formal  Notices  to  abate  Overcrowding 
Abatements  after  Notice 
Informal  Notices  to  abate  Overcrowding 
Abatements  after  Notice 

Formal  Notices  to  abate  nuisances  from  Ashpits  and  Privies 
Abatements  after  Notice 
Informal  Notices  to  abate  nuisances  from  Ashpits  and  Privies 
Abatements  after  Notice 

Informal  Notices  to  remedy  defects  in  Water  Closets 
Abatements  after  Notice  (chiefly  stoppage) 

Formal  Notices  to  remedy  faults  in  House  Drainage 
Abatements  after  Notice 

Informal  Notices  to  remedy  faults  in  House  Drainage 
Abatements  after  Notice 
Formal  Notices  to  abate  nuisances  from  Pigsties 
Abatements  after  Notice 

Informal  Notices  to  limewash  and  cleanse  Workshops 
and  Factories 

Notices  complied  with 
Formal  Notices  to  abate  other  Nuisances 
Abatements  after  Notice 
Informal  Notices  to  abate  other  Nuisances 
Abatements  after  Notice 
Formal  Notices  in  1919,  complied  with  in  1920 
Informal  ,, 

Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  disease 
Schools  ,,  ,, 

Lots  of  Bedding  disinfected  or  destroyed  .  . 


TABLE  B. 

Abstract  of  Particulars  asked  for  by  Home  Office. 


t 

Factories —Inspections 

10 

Written  Notice  u 

Workshops  —  Inspections 

14 

,,  „  o 

Defects  found  : 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

t) 

Remedied  .  .  0 

Other  Nuisances  . . 

3 

a 

Homework : — 

List  received  from  Employers.  . 

0 

Notices  from  H.M.I.  of  new  Occupiers 

of  Workshops — 1 

Workshops  on  Eegister  at  end  op 

1919—17. 

Occupied  17 

Chief  Trades  therein  : 

Lock  Manufacture 

10 

Key 

i 

0 

Bakehouse 

i 

.  .  i 

File-cutting 

1 

Blacksmith 

i 

Carpenter 

1 

Boot 

1 

actories  in  District  — 20. 

Trades  therein  : 

Lock  Manufacture 

0 

Key 

b 

Gras 

l 

Stamping 

•; 

Blacksmith  and  Steel  Nut 

1 

Fitting  Makers 

•> 

I  Alt dl  , 

1 

Edge  Tool  Makers 

1 

f 
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